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TELELYMPHOEDEMA SERVICE 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.42 pm]: I rise to update the 
house on the collaborative WA Country Health Service and Fiona Stanley Hospital TeleLymphoedema service, 
which has recently been expanded to Kalgoorlie Health Campus to further support local treatment for breast 
cancer–related lymphoedema. Lymphoedema is a common and lifelong side effect of some cancer treatments causing 
swelling and pain in the limbs, requiring ongoing management. Around 20 per cent of patients treated for common 
cancers, such as breast cancer, will be impacted for life by lymphoedema, making expansion of the TeleLymphoedema 
service beneficial for country communities. Expansion of the trial service to Kalgoorlie Health Campus will enable 
goldfields locals to receive local lymphoedema support from a WACHS physiotherapist or occupational therapist, 
with a FSH specialist providing supervision and education via telehealth. 
The TeleLymphoedema service launched as a pilot in 2019 at Katanning and Esperance health campuses and has 
been successful in reducing patients’ need to travel for care. Cancer patients and their families have enough to 
manage without the extra burden of travel for lymphoedema treatment, which is why this government is pleased 
the innovative service is being implemented in more regional locations. Patients receiving lymphoedema care via 
telehealth at Katanning and Esperance health campuses have had to travel less and have said they are very satisfied 
with the service. The McGowan government expects the same result will be achieved at Kalgoorlie Health Campus 
and commends the WA Country Health Service for its ongoing work in harnessing technology for a more equitable 
health system. This service expansion is another example of the McGowan government’s commitment to putting 
patients first right across Western Australia and the results of the new Kalgoorlie Health Campus service will be 
used to inform expansion to other WA Country Health Service hospitals in the future. 
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